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1. Name of Property

historic name Stowvall  John W.__ Farm
other names/site number

2. lL.ocation

street & number  Q+at+s Raad 1507 : M@ot for publication
city, town  Qravrall Ly vicinity
state North Carolina code NC county Granville code 077 zip cod® 7582
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[X] private [:] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ Ipubiic-local [ X district 6 5 buildings
[:] public-State D site 2 sites
] public-Federal [ structure 1 structures

D object objects

9 5 Total

Name of reiated multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Historic & Architectural Resgources of listed in the National Register 0

.17 AL o
3‘5. §Eate?‘FLe33ra‘l“Au”tcy 'Certification

As the designataed authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination [—] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Regjster of Historic Places meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
i s the D’Q% meets does not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.
A . é "/ ‘/~ g A‘/
Signaiure of certifying ofnc'al Date

State Historic Prese vation Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau

!n my opinion, the property Dmeets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. (_Jsee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State cr Federal agency and bureau

5. MNational Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
Dentered in the National Register.
[___JSee continuation sheet.
[ Jdetermined eligible for the National
Register. DSee cantinuation sheel.

Ddetermined not eligible for the
National Regqister.

Dremoved from the National Register.

Dolher, (explsin:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

" Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic-single dwelling

“Agriculture/Subsistence

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic-single dwelling

Agriculture/Subsistence

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Greek Revival

Federal

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone
walls aluminum
roof tin

other wood

brick/stone

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

See continuation sheset
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The meticulously maintained house at the center of the
Stovall Family Farm has two major blocks, both built before the
Civil War. The two-story western half of the heavy timber

structure was already standivg as a Freshyterian glebe house when
Johrn W arnd Lucy (Barwett) GStovall purchased the farm in 1839
its companion ome—-story—and-loft easterrn half was built by the
Stavalls shortly before the War. EBoth halves of the house are
handsomely finished with period Federal and Greek Revival style
wioadwizor ko, Turvied rorth towards the site of a road that has lang
since beern plowed under, the house faces a horizon of  rolling
fields and woods uwrmarked by any visible buildivgs other tharn two

af its own outbuildings and a family cemetery. To the house’s
south, liming the gravel farm lane betweer its rear elevation and
a paved state—-maintairned road, are mine additicral cutbuildings,

includivg four tobaceo barns that stand as evidernce of the orop
that has always beern the heart of the farm.

The older, westerv half of the house is two stories tall and
ce—roun deep. Thyee bays light its front, morth—Ffacing
elevation, a door at the east and two windows at the westy the
burmgalow style porch that shades this elevationm was built inm the
139=20s. Its flush gable ewnd »oof is abutted by a rock and brick
chimney to the west and the second half of the house to the east.
Originally & traditiocmal hall-parlor plan dwelling, the western
block wow has a stair hall and ome  large chamber downstairs.
Above the chamber is a bedroom:; above the hall is a small hallway
and, at the front, a second tiny bedraoom, which was used as a
doctor?’s affice by the Staovalls? son, Joseph Walker Stovall, iv
the 1850s and early 1860s.

The fiwmish of the western half of the haouse, a mix of .
Federal and Greek Revival style decorative elements, suggests
that it was vot old when puwrchased by the Stovalls, probably
raised im the 1830s. Its minme—aver—-nine windows and six—parnel
doocrs  are  Federal in form and  articulaticore. Its swrownds
partake of both the Federal and Greek Revival style, some with a
delicate three-part farm, some with heavy ocrmate moldivngs  and
others with post and lintel frames and corverblocksg it is ot
clear which, if any, were altered whew the Stovalls .added aonto
the house. The parlor mantel is tramsitioral in style, its late
Federal form adorved with Greek Revival style frets anmd cushion
shaped moldingsy the mantel upstairs is a more simply finished
post and lintel type.
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Added by the Staovalls, probably late inm the 18350s, the
eastern half of the house is deeper but shorter thanm its earlier
mate. Dowrnstairs it has owme large room at the fromt  and  two
smaller side by side rooms to the rear. Along with the alder
half of the house, its weatherboards were sheathed with aluaminum
siding ivn the early 1970s. Still retaiming much of its original
woodwier ke, it has bhad a door remaoved, its place covered with
sidirg, at its fronmt elevation, and a door replaced by a window

at its side. Its stair, which stood at the western wall of the
diriirg room  next to the other stair, has been removed; the
upstairs rooms of the two blocks, cvice completely separated by a

wall, are rnow joined by a door. The finish of the block is Greek
Revival in style, featwring symmetrical post and lintel mantels,
four-parnel doors and fluted suwrrounds with corrnerblocks. ‘The
dowrstairs rooms  and the hallway and loft bedroom  above  have
flush-sheathed wainscoting, an early Georgian and Federal style
decorative device that persisted in the counmty well into the
Greek Revival periaod. Unlike its mate, the block has six—over-—
riire  windows downstairs and two exterior end chimrmeys, allowivg
the placemernt of fireplaces in both of the two main downstairs
oS . The third and smallest downstairs room, orce & small
bedroom, has been cormected with the rear porches of  the two
blocks, which were ernclosed around 19354,

Elevern outbuildings, five of which contribute to  the
integrity of the property, and a contributing family cemetery,
stand ot the 54  acre conmtributing site iwcluded i the
o ivat o, To  the rnorthwest of the house ["AY on the

accompanying  sketech mapl are a conmtributing frame stable [RBI and
frame corvcrib [C3, the latter shifted from across the farm lane,
both built around 1933, Too the mortheast is the family cemetery
D1, which iwvcludes the graves of John and Lucy Stovall and  a

number  of  their descendants. To the house’s south  are nine
additiornal outbuildirgs. Immediately to its rear are a nan-—
contributing frawe smokehouse [G]1 and former ordering howse  [HI,
“both built in the 1930s, arnd the property’s two oldest
outbuildings — a smokehouse LRI, later wused as a striphouse, and
a lumber howse [EJ] - both built by Johw Stovall after the Civil
War. To their rear, alonmg the farm larne, are a rnonm-comtributing

frame packhouse [I1, built from the timbers of a dismartled house
that stood iv Butrer in scutherrn Granville County until the early
1940s; and fouwr log tobacco barms, ocne built in 1335 [MI, one in
1837 [K]1 and two iv the 1940s [J and LIJ. All of the barrns were
built of logs in the traditiaonal way, the Stuovalls cutting the
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trees, the community piteching in to raise them. The latter two
for—cortributing ones  are considered riom—contributing solely
because they were built within the past S0 years. For the same
age reasons, the farm’s period of significanmce is cut of f at
1937, everr though it has beern farmed sirnce by traditionmal
methods.



8. Ststement of Significance .

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

l:] nationally [ Jstatewide X Jlocally
Applicable National Register Criteria (XA [I8 (xlc [Ip
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [(Ja []B D C D D [JE [:I F [Ja

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance
Architecture ' 18305-1937

Significant Dates

1830s

Agri cul tuire

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

DZI See continuation sheet
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, Both of  its halves built pricr to the Civil War, Jaohvy o Wl
Stovall?s heavy timbey frame houwse is historically sigrnificanmt as
one  of  the aolder imtact dwellings in Granville County, and
architectuwrally sigrnificamt as a fine, traditicnal, well—
maintained example of Federal and Greek . Revival style
architecture. (Bee Historic Cortext 1 — The Plantatiorn Era in
Granville County, 1746~1865 - and asscociated Property Types 1 -
Georpgian and Federal Style Dwellirgs — and 2 - Greek Revival and
Romantic Style Dwelliwvgs) Home to a preacher and a planter price
to  the War, the farm — as shown by its swwviving outbuildings -
served a bright leaf tobacco farmer after the conflict anmd it is
therefore further significanmt as representative of life on  a
traditional bright leaf era farm. (See Historic Covntext & -
Evight Leaf Taobacco and Rural Granmville County, 1866-1937 - and
associated Froperty Type & — Outbuildings) Although traditicnal
methods of cultivating and flue—curing tobacos continued in  use
at the farm past 1937, its significarnce does rot extend beyond
that date because it has rcot achieved exceptiocrmal sigrnificawnce
within the past half certury.

The two—story westerrn half of the house was already standing
in 1839, the year John Walker Stovall (1814-1893) and his wife,
the former Lucy Barrnett (1816-1863), moved from the viciwity of
Marrow’s  Chapel in neighboring Varce County and  purchased the

Farm. Owned by the congregation of Grassy Creek Presbyterian
Church, the 320 acre property was referred to as "the Glebe iy
the deed, a reference that included the western half of the

house, which was tTE dwelling =f the covigregation’s pastor [Deed
Book 11, Fage 121137.

The westerrn half of the house is architecturally sigificant
for both its traditiomal form and its intact fiwnish, which shows
common local expressions of the Federal and Greek Revival styles
arid the short~-lived tramsition betweer. Built with a traditional
hall—-parloce plan, the heavy timber frame structure retains many

pre—1833, Federal style decorative features. These irclude, at
the first floor, miine—over—-nine windows, & six—panel door set in
a three-part surrcund and & handsome early parlor mantel. This

marntel, though Federal ivi form with its pilaster—-like posts
topped by enmtablatures, intimates the coming Greek Revival style
through its use «of blocks decorated with & winding Greek fret
motif and a cushion—-shaped molding set berneath its shelf. At the
secornd floor, the tiny fronmt bedroom was used for a short time in
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the 1830s and early 1860s by thg Stovalls' son, Dr. Joseph Walker
Stovall, as his medical cffice.”

The easterr half of the house, added by the Stovalls shortly
befoe the Civil War, has a Greek Revival style finish which
ircludes four—-parnel doors, fluted corverblock surrounds and post
and lintel mantels.” The flush—-sheathed waiwscoting of the
downstairs and upstairs rooms is a not wancommon local example of
a Georgian and Federal foorm survivivg into the 18350s.

Johnm We Stowvall, who is buried in the family cemetery o the
property  with his wife and a yumber of their descerdants, was a
proasperous landowner and  planter whao owned 1S slaves at the
taking of the 1850 federal CENSUS. He also cowned a saw mill,
brick kilw and foundry for making plow points. A prominent local
figure, he lewnt his wame to the rearby town of Stovall, the
largest iwv the worthern half of the county. Whew the Southern
Railway cut through the community thern krnown as Sassafras Fork in
the late 1880s, Stovall gave it the right—-of-way for its tracks.
The train station was accordingly wnamed Stovall and, though the
township retained thﬁ name Sassafras Fork, the town took on the
mame of the station. :

The farm has remained iv the family sirnce 1839. The
Stovalls? son and daughter—in—-law, RAlexander M. (1848-1309) and
Fattie (Jornes) Stovall (18835-1934), lived there after John's
death at the close of the cenmtury. It is row owned by  their
great—-grandsom, - Marrow Stovall, wha lived irn the house prior to
Waorld War II with bhis granmdmother, FPattie, arnd his aunt, Esther
Arm Stovall (1879-1943).

I an interview on March 14, 1386, Marrow Stovall, ocwner and
cccupant of the farm and great-grandson of Jobn and Lucy Stovall,
said that his great-grandfather had moved to the property, which
irncluded arn already standing rectory, from & farm near Marraow’s
Chapel.

:Interview October 23, 1987, with Marraow Staovall. The room was
used by Dr. Staovall but a short time, because he died,
prematurely, in 1863.
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JIﬂtEPViEW Mayreh 14, 1386, and October 23, 1987, with Marrow
Stowvall.

7,

Trterview with Marrow Stovall, March 14, 1386, and October 23,

1987. Local historian Frarmcis B. Hays, irm an article entitled
Flace Names iy Grarnville in the August 20, 1935, editicon of the

Oxford Public Ledpger, wrote:

Stovall was formerly Sassafras Fork. Thern for about &

moviths, 1887, its rname was Albir. Whern a statiocrm was
located  abount  that time it was rnamed iv hornor of  Johnw W
Stavall; a leadirng citizern arnd large land owrner. L« E.
Frerch, writing from Oxford Octaober 4, 1887, to his Chase
City paper, the Rarmer of Truth, refered L[sicl to Sassafras
Fork rmow wmamed Stovall in hoovooe of that solid man who

the property.
5John W. Stovall willed the farm to his daughter, Sally Stovall Pittard
[Will Book 24, Page 421, probated 1899]. Alexander Marrow Stovall and
wife Patty Jones Stovall bought the property from Sally Stovall Pittard
about 1508. Alexander Marrow Stovall died in 1909, leaving his wife
and six children. The farm was divided among the children. Patty
Jones Stovall bought fcur of the childrens' shares. Patty Stovall
died in 1934. Esther Ann Stovall (daughter) and A. Marrow Stovall
(grandson) bought the whole farm at this time from the other children.
Esther Ann Stovall died in 1943. A. Marrow Stovall and wife, Mary W.
Stovall, bought her half and have owned the farm to the present.
[This information provided by Mary W. Stovall in telephone conversation,
2/23/88 to Michael Southern, SHPO]

owrned



9. Major Bibliographical References

@See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[—_—]preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested @State historic preservation office
Dpreviously listed in the National Register [_lOther State agency
[ previously determined eligible by the National Register [_]Federal agency
l:]designated a National Historic Landmark D Local government
D recorded by Historic American Buildings ] University
Survey # DOther
Drecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property "approximately 54 acres

UTM Re{erences
7S NI N I I T S N O AT Bl ) Ll o v b Pyl
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

o N B B I BT B T B B o3 I O O A AR O O T I

ESee continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

@See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

IZ} See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Marvin Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian

organization Granville County-Oxford Historic Surveya, 12/3/87

street & number _P.0. Box 1556(State Hist. Pres. Offdepnone 919-693-1491

city or town Oxford state NC zip code

27565
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Irnterviews with Marrow 8tovall - great-grandson of  Johrne W
Stovall and present owner of house — March 14, 1386 and

October 21, 1387.

"Blace MNames im Granville County. " Oxford Fublic bLedpger {August
20, 19359) . frticle by Frarncis B. Hays located at  the
FRichard H. Thornton Fublic Library, Oxford, M. C.

Urnited States Manuscript Cernsuses. Microfilm located at the
Richard H. Thoewtor Fublic Library, Oxford, N.C.
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UTM REFERENCES

Zome Easting Moot hing Zovme Easting Moyrthing
o 17 718700 406880 G 17 T1LETED 4037330
I2] 17 T1RE7O 4037040 H 17 718920 4037410
(o 17 718800 4037100 I 17 712170 A&OE?@EO
9] 17 718780 4037130 J 17 713260 LOITEI0
= 17 718870 H4OETZ0O0 H 17 713E00 GOET7TE00
F 17 71iRas0 GOI7280 L 17 713220 4OZEFT0

VEREBAL BROUNDARY DESCRIFTION

Begirming at poinmt Ar 17 718700 4036880 on the USGE polwvgon,
o the rnorth side of State Road 1307, comtimuing in a straight

Live wnorth approximately €75 feet, alowng the divisicon betweern two
fields and them along the tree line, to point Be 17 718870
LOITOLOD o the polygon  where  the tree line tuwrns eas

Continuing in a straight line east approximately 300 feet, = lorng
the edge of the woods, ta poivt C: 17 718800 4037100 on the
polygon, where the trees line tuwrrns rnorth. Comtinuing in &

straight lire rnorth approximately 325 feet, alorng the edge of the
wond s, ta poinmt D 17 718760 4037130 on the polygon where the
tree lirne turms east. Comtivuivmg in a straight line east
approximately 529 feet, along the edge of the woods, to point E:
L7 718870 40Z7Z00 o the polygon where the tree line tuwrns aorth.
Cont ivuing inm & straight live rorth, alorng the edge of the woods,
approximately 13530 feet to point Fa 17 718850 4037280 ar the
polygon where the tree line tuwrrns east. Conmtirmming in a straight
lire east, zxlong the edge of the woods thern through a field to
the westerrnn edge of the farm pond, appraximately 375 feet to
poivt G 17 718930 4037320 on the polygon at the westerr edoe of
the farm pond. Comtinuing iv a straight line morth, along the
western edge of the farm pond, approximately 1735 feet to point H:
17 718920 4037410 _on the polygorn on the northwest cormer of  the
farm paond. Comtiruing east &long the northerrn edpge of the Farm
pord and then following the edge of the woods, approximately 900
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feet to point I: 17 719170 4037420 orn the poalygon where the tree
line turns south. Comtimuwinmg in a straight line scouth, along the
edge of the woods, appraoximately 675 feet to point J: 17 719260
LOSITE30 o the polygonm where  the tree live tuwrrns west.
Comtinuing inm a straight line west, along the edge of the woods,
approximately £7&% feet to point K 17 719200 4037200 on the
polygonn where the ftree lirne twrns  south. Comtinuing in  a
straight lirne south, alomg the edge of the woods, appraximately
973 feet to point L 17 719220 40363930 on the polygow where the
tree line meets the rorth side of State Road 1507. Comt ivuing
alowg the rorth side of State Road 1307, approximately 1650 feet
to the point of origin.

ROUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

Approximately S4 acres of the property that include the

dwelling, coutbuildings, cemetery and cultivated fields that have
been & historic part of the property, maintain historic
integrity, and convey the property’s historic setting are being
riominated to the Natiocrnal Register of Historic FPlaces. The

remaining  property has beern excluded because it is rnow  waoodland
o it dis vnot krnown with certainty to be historically asscociated
with the property.

The westerr bouwndary from UTM points A to B iﬂcludeé the

dwelling and ocutbuildings to its east and excludes property
cutside the owrner’s property lines to its west. The waorthern
bzuwndary  from UTM points B tao C, C to D, D to E and E to F
ircludes the dwellivg to its socouth and excludes woodland to its

oot b The worthery bouwndary from UTM points F oto G, G to H and
H to I includes the dwelling to its south and excludes property
it Kimowrn with certainty to be historically associated with  the
prapervrty to its noath. The easterrn boundary from UTM points I to
J, J to Ko oanmd K to L inecludes the dwellinmg to its west  and
excludes woodland to its east. The scuthern boundary from  UTH
pxints L to A includes the dwelling to its north  and excludes
praperty rnot owned by the cwrner to its sauth.
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